CLAIMS 

1. A windscreen wiper <10) which includes 

an elongate curved backbone (12) which is of a resiiiently flexible material 
having a Young's modulus of between 50 GPa to 350 GPa, the baclcbone having 
a substantially spatially consolidated cross-sectional profile at substantially all 
points along Its length, 

characterised therein that the magnitude o f the width at substantially the 
widest point along the backbone, (expressed In millimetres) Is at most (- 
5^ 8.8889»10*^ • B + 0.05378) *,L -5.25, where L Is the total length of the 



backbone expressed In millimetres and E Is the Young's modulus of the backbone 



material expressed In GPa. 



^ Sr 2. A windscreen wiper (10) which includes 

y ' 

Ci an elongate curved backbone (12) which is of a rssiliently flexible material 

¥■ 

having a Young's modulus of between 50 GPa to 350 GPa, the backbone having 
a substantially spatially consolidated cross-sectional profile at substantially all 

points along its length, 

characterised therein that the ratio of the ma gnitude of the width at 
substantially the widest point along the backbone, tojth e total leng th L of the 
backbo ne. Ryv is at most (-8.8889*10-5 • g + 0.05378) -5.25/L, where L is the 
total length of the backbone expressed in millimetres and E is the Young's modulus 
of the backbone material expressed In GPa. 

3. A windscreen wiper (10) which includes 
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an elonga« curved backbone (12)\whlch is of a resillently flexible materiel 
having a Young's moduloe of bewveen 60 GPa to 350 SPa, the backbone having 
a substantially spatially consolidated croas-sectlonal profile et substantially all 

points along Its length. 

Characterised therein that the magnit ude of the thickr^ess at substantially the 

t hickest point a long the backbone, (expressed in millimetres) is at most 0.0007 
• L - 0.0027407 • E + 1.37814, where L Is the total length of the backbone 
expressed In millimetres and E is the Young's modulus of the backbone material 
expressed in GPa. 

4. A windscreen wiper (10) which includes 

an elongate curved backbone (12) which is of a resiiiently flexible material 
having a Young's modulus of between 50 GPa to 350 QPa, the backbone having 
a substantially spatially consolidated cross-sectional profile at substantially all 

points along its length, 

characterised therein that the ratio^glthen ^ltude of the thickn ess at 
substantially the thickest point along the backbone, tojhejotal^ length L o Mhe 
backbone, is at most O.0007 - (0.0027407 • E + 1 .3781 4)/U where L is th 
total length of the backbone expressed in millimetres and E is the Young's modulus 
of the backbone material expressed in GPa. 



5. The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 1 , characterised therein that the 
material of the backbone is a composite material, with the Young's modulus being 
that of the composite material. 

6. The v-lndscra n wtpet as claimed in Claim 3. characterised therein that th 
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material of the backbone is a composit material, with the Young's modulus being 
that of the composite material. 

7. The windscreen wiper as claimed In Claim 1 , characterised therein that the 
-Sackbone has a varying width and thickness along its length. 

8. The windscreen wiper as claimed In Claim 1 . characterised therein that the 
backbone has a free form curvature in a plane. 



9. The windscreen wiper as claimed In Claim 1 . characterised therein that the 
backbone has a compound curvature. 



1 0. The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 3, characterised therein that the 
m backbone has a varying width and thickness along its length. 



11. The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 3, characterised therein that the 
backbone has a free form curvature in a plane. 

1 2. The windscreen wiper as claimed in Claim 3, characterised therein that the 
backbone has a compound curvature. 
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